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Weekly Curriculum at a Glance!
Kinder Reading- Kinders are exploring letter names and sounds. 
Each day we sing the ABCs and read an ABC book together.  We 
are currently finishing up our Rigamajig alphabet.  For this project 
students constructed each letter in the alphabet using Rigamajig 
materials and then documented their work using digital cameras. !

First Grade Reading- First graders are matched up with 
individual reading books. Each day they spend time reading “just 
right” books from their personal libraries- first individually and 
then with a partner.  Teachers read with students, take running 
records, and provide one-on-one literacy instruction daily or every 
other day. !

Weekly Sight Words (Words we are learning to read and write 
from memory)- Dear, Love, my, the!
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Our current unit of study starts 
with a focus on individual 
students and their unique traits.  
It expands to exploring our 
school community, our 
neighborhoods, our city, our 
state, our country, and our global 
community.  Throughout the unit 
our Flat Stanleys will be traveling 
to places around the globe. This 
pen pal exchange will allow 
students to practice literacy skills 
while learning about other states 
and cultures. 

Our Place in the World!
The Otters are currently immersed in a study of ourselves, our 
school community, and our expanded communities. 
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Numeracy- We are estimating and writing numbers through our 
daily estimation jar.  Students are practicing skip counting by 10s 
and large number writing as we count sunflower seeds up to 1,500.  
During calendar this month we are working on an ABCB number 
pattern. Students in guided math groups are working on different 
mathematical skills including counting with one-to-one 
correspondence, measuring with both rulers and nonstandard units 
of measurement, and carrying while solving addition problems 
using base ten blocks. We recently learned how to play a board 
game called Speedy Bugs Race to 30/50/100 using the base ten blocks.!

Geography- We are using GoogleEarth to explore our homes, 
neighborhoods, and city.  We are discussing map features including 
title, compass, key, and scale. We are finishing our maps of our 
outdoor classroom and will be drawing a map of our bedroom.  We 
are also discussing the cardinal directions. !

Writing- In Writer’s Workshop students are working on 
individual personal narratives.  Specifically we are working on 
stretching a story across multiple pages. Each student is also 
completing a “Best Part of Me” page to add to our class book.  In 
addition, we are doing shared writing this week as we respond to 
blog comments and write a thank you letter to Ms. Rebecca for her 
book donations.!

Art- We will be using oil pastels and watercolors in our classroom 
atelier studio this week. Students will be completing Sharpie line 
drawing self-portraits and water color paintings of their homes.  !

Science- We are discussing the life cycle of an acorn and 
examining acorns under the Proscopes.!

Technology- We are learning the parts of a digital camera and 
beginning to experiment with documenting our learning using 
these tools. We are using the Mathmateer (“Rocket Math”) app to 
practice addition facts, the Google Earth app to explore geography, 
and the Counting Caterpillar app to practice skip counting. !

Gross Motor/Outside- We are refining our ball handling skills 
and foot-eye coordination as we dribble a soccer ball between 
cones and into the goal. 
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Upcoming Event: We are tie-
dying next week. Please be sure 
to send in your child’s white, 
100% cotton clothing item by 
Wednesday, October 7th 


